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railroads and their workmen, was in violation of the fundamental
principles of our Government and dangerous to the Republic	
I yield to nobody in my respect for law and order and my hatred
of disorder; but there is something more important even than law
and order, and that is the principle of liberty. I yield to nobody in my
respect for the rights of property; yet I would rather see every
locomotive in the land ditched, every car and every depot burned
and every rail torn up, than to have them preserved by means of a
Federal standing army. That is the order that reigned in Warsaw.
That is the order in the keeping of which every democratic republic
before ours has fallen. I love the American Republic better than I
love such order.3
Cleveland aroused George to biting criticism a third time
when the President, in a message to Congress, threatened war
with England in the Venezuelan boundary dispute. The mere
suggestion of war between these two great English-speaking
nations made George writhe. He spoke in vigorous denunciation
of the President's message at a mass meeting in Cooper Union.
News from other parts of the world was more cheering. The
cause of the Single Tax was gaining in Australia and New Zea-
land, and in the British House of Commons James Stuart came
within twenty-seven votes of winning a motion which read: "In
the opinion of this House, the free-holders and owners of ground
values in the metropolis ought to contribute directly a sub-
stantial share of local taxation."4 Also in England, the Land
Restoration League under the management of the indefatigable
Frederick Verinder had been conducting an educational cam-
paign, traveling in big vans from town to town.
At home, in Congress, Representative James G. Maguire and
Tom Johnson had introduced (in 1894) a Single Tax amend-
ment to the income tax bill. For the first time the Georgist fiscal
reform was debated on Capitol Hill. It got only six votes—three
more than expected—but die "sympathy is such among radical
Democrats/7 wrote George, "that the House cheered when the
six men stood up." 5
Nearly a year later a meeting was held in Cooper Union to
discuss the report of the Tenement House Commission. George
was present According to the New York Herdd, "in one of the
most forcible addresses he had delivered in the city in years	
[he] threw what proved to be a bomb." Perhaps—to quote from
George's remarks on that occasion—this was the "bomb":

